
 
 

Saint Francis Prayer 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your 
peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 

And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so 

much seek 
To be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born to 

eternal life. 
Amen  
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Dedication Ceremony 

Introductory Remarks:  
President Thomas Keefe, JD 

 
Blessing: Fr. Don Dvorak, O.P. 

 
Comments by the Artist: 

Deirdre Maher, Class of 1972 
 

Comments by the Representative of the 
Staler Family: 

Joseph Staler, Class of 1975 
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President Keefe 
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The Staler Family dedicates this statue in 

memory of  
Fr. Damian Fandal, O.P.,  

and  
Mark Dennis Cochran,  

son of  
Mike and Monica Cochran. 

 

In dedicating this statue we commemorate two 
individuals, Fr. Damian Fandal, O.P. and Mark Cochran, 
for their positive impact on the communities at the 
University of Dallas and Cistercian Preparatory School.  
We also remember two individuals, Saint Francis of 
Assisi and John F. Kennedy, who devoted their lives to 
Christian beliefs and the Catholic faith, one of whom, 
through his Catholic belief and faith, fought for 
individual civil rights as a principal bestowed to each 
living soul by God, our Creator; a concept rooted in 
Roman Catholicism since 400 A.D from the action and 
decree of St. Patrick abolishing slavery in Ireland to the 
Catholic Priests who marched during the 1960’s Civil 
Rights era in the United States. It is only fitting we place 
this St. Francis of Assisi statue here on the campus of 
UD, a great learning institution of Catholicism, to 
recognize and memorialize how the Roman Catholic 
Church, and their teaching the message of Christ Jesus to 
the world over the last 1700 years has influenced and 
embedded the idea of God-given individual civil rights 
for every living soul as a core foundation underpinning 
Western Civilization. 
        Joe Staler, ‘75 
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This statue of Saint Francis of Assisi, first in a series of 
twelve, is 36 inches tall by 14 inches deep by 15 inches 
wide. It is a cast bronze work made in 2011 by U.D. 
alumna Deirdre Maher, Class of 1972. The animal paw 
prints on the base represent Saint Francis’s love of animals.  
The paw prints are joined by a baby’s handprint (front) and 
footprint (back) to indicate Saint Francis’s love of 
humanity.   


